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Virginia Untold
Project began in 2013

Funded by Dominion Power and Library Services & 
Technology Act funds

15,000+ records

Over 20 record types

Date range: 1655-1870

Almost 200,000 names indexed (enslaved and free)



Fiduciary Records
Lancaster Co.,
Estate Inventory
1670



Fiduciary Records, Appraisement, 
1781



Purpose of Virginia Untold

Not just names. The names are access 
points to individual stories of African-
Americans, slave and free, who lived in 
Virginia from the establishment of slavery 
to the Reconstruction era. Collectively, 
these stories form a narrative of a people 
that has not been fully told.



Fiduciary Records: Guardian’s 
Account, Elizabeth Mitchell,1836



Free Negro Certificates
William Sadler, recorded in K&Q County in 1801. 
Later recorded in Henrico Co. in 1807.



Free Negro Certificates

Harriet Hill
K & Q County
1832

Later
recorded in
Henrico Co.



Free Negro Certificates
Delaware Davis, recorded in King William County in 
1844. Later recorded in city of Richmond.



Petitions to Remain

Legislative Petition
Dillard Gordon 
Essex County
1825





Petitions to Remain

Legislative Petition
Phill Cooler 
Gloucester County
1829





Petitions to Remain

Petition
Eliza Lowe
Lancaster County
1838





Petition of Re-Enslavement filed in 1860 by
George Kent of Northumberland County



Freedom Suit: Ann Daniel
Westmoreland County, 1847



APA Records – Public claims





APA Records – Public claims





APA Records – Public claims
Amount Commonwealth Reimbursed 
Enslavers

1800-1859 – $704,823

2018 dollars - $19,735,044























Rachel Veney/Viney narrative
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Rachel Veney/Viney narrative

Rachel’s story can be read in a freedom suit 
heard in Montgomery County.

Montgomery County Chancery Cause
1815-006: Rachel Viney, etc. vs. Henry 
Patton





Tip of the Iceberg





Online resources
Virginia Untold -
http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/aan/

Finding aids - https://vaheritage.org/

The UnCommonwealth blog -
http://uncommonwealth.virginiamemory.com/


