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Virginia Untold

Project began in 2013

Funded by Dominion Power and Library Services &
Technology Act funds

15,000+ records

Over 20 record types

Date range: 1655-1870

Almost 200,000 names indexed (enslaved and free)
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Fiduciary Records'

Lancaster Co.,

Estate Inventory
1670




Fiduciary Records, Appraisement,
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Purpose of Virginia Untold

Not just names. The names are access
points to individual stories of African-
Americans, slave and free, who lived in
Virginia from the establishment of slavery
to the Reconstruction era. Collectively,
these stories form a narrative of a people
that has not been fully told.

LIBRARY ¥
orF VIRGINIA



Fiduciary Records: Guardian’s
Account, Elizabeth Mitchell, 1836
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D Free Negro Certificates

- William Sadler, recorded in K&Q County in 1801.
Later recorded in Henrico Co.in 1807.




Free Negro Certificates

Harriet Hill
K & Q County
1832

Later
recorded in
Henrico Co.
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Free Negro Certificates

Delaware Davis, recorded in King William County in
1844. Later recorded in city of Richmond.
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Petitions to Remain
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Petitions to Remain

Legislative Petition
Phill Cooler
Gloucester County
1829
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Petitions to Remain

Petition

Eliza Lowe
Lancaster County
1838
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Petition of Re-Enslavement filed in 1860 by
George Kent of Northumberland County
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Freedom Suit: Ann Daniel
Westmoreland County, 1847
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APA Records — Public claims
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APA Records — Public claims
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APA Records — Public claims

Amount Commonwealth Reimbursed
Enslavers

|800-1859 — $704,823
2018 dollars - $19,735,044
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DIGITAL COLLECTIONS READING ROOM EXHIBITIONS ONLINE CLASSROOM ABOUT VIRGINIA MEMORY

=0 f 8T O RN

VIRGINIA UNTGLD

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN NARRATIVE

The Library of Virginia's collections are rich with records documenting the lives of African Americans in Virginia.
However, access to those materials dating from before the American Civil War is limited at best. These limitations are
the result of period perspectives on the identities of enslaved and disenfranchised populations, as well as sheer
volume. Due to this, the individual stories form a narrative of a people that has not been fully told.

The Library's African American Narrative project aims to provide greater accessibility to pre-1865 African American
history and genealogy found in the rich primary sources in its holdings. Traditional description, indexing, transcription,
and digitization are major parts of this effort. However, and perhaps more importantly, this project seeks to
encourage conversation and engagement around the records, providing opportunities for a more grassroots and
diverse narrative of the history of Virginias African American people.
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DIGITAL COLLECTIONS READING ROOM EXHIBITIONS ONLINE CLASSROOM ABOUT VIRGINIA MEMORY

HOME » COLLECTIONS » AAN = VIO <

SEARCH THE NARRATIVE

Access the original csv indexes (spreadsheets) created for this project at Collections Data @ LVA

Tip Sheet: Basic Search - Virginia Untold (pdf)

Tip Sheet: Spelling Variations for Names Found in Virginia Untold (pdf)

Tip Sheet: African American Narrative Record Types (pdf)

Tip Sheet: Related Resources and Collections (pdf)

Search the collection:

Name or Keyword: | |

Record Type: | All Record Types V|

Locality: |All Localities v

Browse the entire collection.

Related Content and Library of Virginia Resources

s Formation histories for Virginia counties & independent cities

« Library of Virginia digital collections LIBRE RY .

s Research Notes and Bibliographies

« Virginia Heritage guides to Virginia collections OF VIRGIN'IA
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_‘|5I http://digitooll. Iva.lib.va.us:8881/R/NTYSDDJGYN12BTHVEXTIBPIP1ONTVASMYRQGE3: O ~ & || 2 A Guide to the Lynchburg (Va‘)...| [T] Infolinx - Greg Crawford - Loca...| & Virginia Memory: Search the n... | RE DigiTool - Results - Brief | |

55 2] http.. 2 The.. &|Web..v G The.. £]Libr. £]Llost.. [ Virg..

digitalcollections

LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA

_—__

Search | R ts | Previous Searches | e-Shelf

2 DHRM 99 Libr.

. ¥§ Hist.. [ Out.. {llInho.. £]Proc.. £]LRG 0] Outl..

Records 1- 20 of 195

1 zoreas Adams, Biddy - Deed Of Emancipation
1840
==

3 Anderson, Abraham (M, 29): Free Negro Ceriificate

1817
==
., Anderson, Isaiah (M, 20): Free Negro Ceriificate

o

1814
==

7 Anderson, Martha (F, 26): Free Negro Certificate

1815
==
T

9 Ammsirong. David {25): Free Negro Ceriificate

Anderson, Abraham (M, 29): Free Negro Cerificate

1814
==
=

Anderson, Admiral: Free Negro Ceriificate

1822
==
=

Anderson, Judith James (F, 23): Free Negro Cerlificate

1816
= =)
=

Ascher - Deed Of Emancipation

[

=i

LIBRARY
or VIRGINIA



-
(& Mets Viewer - Internet Explorer

‘ @ http://digitooll lva.lib.va.us1801/view/action/nmets.do!DOCCHOICE=1002810.xm & dvs=1454517500053 ~95&locale=en_US&search_terms=Ilynchburg&adjacency=N&VIEWER_URL=/view/action/nmets.do?&DELIVERY_RULE ID=1&usePidl =truefiusePid2=true

ExLibris DigiTool - Resource Discovery
Current View: |Adams, Biddy : Deed ... Show MetaData for: Adams, Biddy : Deed Of Emancipation
lynchburg >> Adams, Biddy : Deed Of Emancipation > Transcription
|Ml Search  Advanced Searc| No metadata
lynchburg 4 10of1 4 & Transcription
Aiaﬁdy : Deed Of Emancipation (% | \i} — | @ \E/ :l-; | EB | E’f ﬁ @ | |z|
< Transcription
D Semeh &
é Looking For: . ) . .
lynchburg in the current document - Adams, Biddy: Deed Of Emancipation, Lynchburg
ﬂ Re;l:il:i ts with 3 instances LIBRARY 1 840 .
or VIRGINIA 1144773 0009 _0019_0001.jpg
Reculte For and in consideration of the good will which I bear
E1%1 [2VAbGlicmizl 2ROBCOKMLEX2FwWNoZ = towards my Slave Biddy commonly known by the
g E;”:::(‘:“"; Lt't';"‘":f: ii“”m“; name of Biddy Adams and for and in consideration
¥ Emancipation, Lynchburg 1840 11447 of the sum of one hundred & ﬁﬂy
Dollars to me in hand paid by the said Biddy Adams
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged and for other
causes and considerations me thereunto moving
I do hereby emancipate and forever quit claim to
the services of the said Biddy Adams and set her free
from all control of mine my heirs or assigns
In Witness whereof I hereto set my hand and seal
this 16th day of March 1840
Saml. Rennick (Seal)
_ILI At a court of Hustings held for the Corporation of Lynchburg
]i Collapse mepath! : at the court house on the 6th day of April 1840 This deed
of emancipation from Samuel F Rennick to Biddy Adams
Show Less Options was acknowledged in open court by the said Samuel F
Save and View this PDF in Acrobat Rennick and ordered to be recorded
Find 2 woed in the currest document Teste James Benagh clk
Done
B0 (e[ € (& rFE] L]




[ (& Mets Viewer - Internet Explorer E@g
‘@ http://digitooll.lva.lib.va.us1801/view/action/nmets.d 0?DOCCHOICE=1092810.xm| 8. dvs=1454517575834 ~ 31 &locale=en_US&search_terms=lynchburg&adjacency=N&VIEWER_URL=/view/action/nmets.do?&DELIVERY_RULE_ID=1&usePidl=trueBusePid2=true |
exLibris DigiTool - Resource Discovery Close Help Save Send
Current View: ‘Adams‘ Biddy - Deed ... Show MetaData for: Adams, Biddy : Deed Of Emancipation 4 4» pl
lynchburg >> Adams, Biddy : Deed Of Emancipation > Original

| Table of Contents | Search  Advanced Search No metadata

lynchburg 4 10f1 [ 4 e Original
= Adams, Biddy : Deed Of Emancipation
“ Original =
= Lranscription @ ‘ "2 | @ ‘ ::.EJ S @ ‘ B f) E?) | E Comment Share

Search ] -

Locking For:
lynchburg in the current document

&
ﬂ Results:
0 documents with 0 instances

New Search - 3 B . ; _”/,&M‘,/_.& Mc/" /ﬂw |
Results: Ot sz >

et ./,‘é\/,,aw dee D /44 L err Corndeslenetoom
Heseect of

7; Lloees B vin FrveseD faci? 4 floer poeesd ".'(’?‘))47/‘;;‘
I L Lo dtuante 3 B MOE.
L e M#‘Wzg

é#=,¢£/“;&;‘o Eorze. . g /?
- I ot Senili amti i cefiotas ios P

[¥ Collapse file paths _'_I ﬁ/ﬂ/— 4&?/%1 ; ;) ﬁ";& M /.(/W-Q M_/%/"/W

Save and View this PDF in Acrobat A bl em/n/y M - M = ‘:"//M;/M

v
, o ot SRR
Find a word in the current document ‘g Mﬁ;_ e fpé&&ﬁfﬂéﬂm- - . _/i,/z;-jpf é&w ze

Show Less Options

| S—

SIREEIEEE
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LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA \ = .

COLLECTIONS READING ROOM EXHIBITIONS ONLINE CLASSROOM ABOUT VIRGINIA MEMORY

-
= __'\?__..u:: "'-”‘\"I\v:_-!_, ) :_-'_._. -\""l'__"{.\".-‘:‘.-l._ -::|_-.: @:}l n-“ ! ..:-ll] ' g “:

COLLECTIONS DATA @ LVA

Library of Virginia staff devote a considerable amount of time, energy, and expertise into indexing, describing and
making digitally available of our amazing array of collections. While our databases are great ways to manage and
deliver this content, sometimes the raw data can be an extremely valuable resource to researchers. So, we've decided
to make many of our indexes available to the public as comma separated value (CSV) files. You can manipulate,
search, and examine this bulk metadata in any way you'd like. As a matter of fact, we'd love for you to do something
totally cool with this material - we invite you to explore theses files, pose new questions of the data and ses what you
can discover.

African American Narrative

e Certificates of Importation (csv)

» Coroner's Inguisitions (csv)

» Deeds of Emancipation (csv)

e Free Negro Certificates (csv)

e Free Negro Lists (csv)

Freedman's Contracts (csv)
Freedom Suits (csv)

Indentures of Apprenticeship (csv)
Petitions for Reenslavement (csv)
Petitions to Remain in the Commonwealth (csv)
Requisitions for Public Use (csv)
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1795 Milley F John Hite htt
1795 Lucy F John Hite htt
1796 Patty Robinson F 18 Robert Carter htt
1798 Jack M a7 John Talbott htt
1798 Pegg Margaret F 10 John Talbott htt
1798 will M ] John Talbott htt
1798 Ben M 6 John Talbott htt
1798 Jin E 4 John Talbott htt
1798 Abraham M 2 John Talbott htt
1798 Harry M John Talbott htt
1806 Harry M George Clark; Thomas Babb; William Mercer; John Mercer htt
1814 Daniel Boden M Mary Page; Lucy Gwyn Page htt
1820 Catharine Caty F 19 mulatto Robert Carter Burwell; Philip Nelson htt
1843 si M mulatto Joel Pennybacker htt
1821 Ann B 11 Nathan Perkins htt
1824 Fanny Gantt F 40 mulatto Griffin Haynie htt
1824 Robert Gantt 14 Griffin Haynie htt
1824 Harriet Gantt 10 Griffin Haynie htt
1824 George Wesley Gantt 4 Griffin Haynie htt
1824 Presley Gantt Griffin Haynie htt
1795 Simon Isaac Zane; Sarah Zane htt
1795 Harry Isaac Zane; Sarah Zane htt
1795 Charles Isaac Zane; Sarah Zane htt
1795 will Isaac Zane; Sarah Zane htt
1795 Tom Isaac Zane; Sarah Zane htt
1795 Dick Isaac Zane; Sarah Zane htt
1795 Dan Isaac Zane; Sarah Zane htt
1795 Buston Isaac Zane; Sarah Zane htt
1795 Lewis Isaac Zane; Sarah Zane htt
1795 Venus Isaac Zane; Sarah Zane htt
1795 Bett Isaac Zane; Sarah Zane htt
1795 Hester Isaac Zane; Sarah Zane htt
1851 Meredith Mulatto N F mulatto  emancipated by will Dr. Alfred Magill htt
1841 Priscilla PriscillaG F purchased by Major Garnett James H. Terrell Major Garnett Major Gar htt
1842 Nelson Roberts MNelson M emancipated by deed Lucy Minor htt
1843 Fanny Fanny Lee F emancipated by deed Martha F. Walker Mother of htt
1843 George George Le M emancipated by deed Martha F. Walker Child of Fehtt
1843 Reubin Lee Reubin M emancipated by deed Martha F. Walker Father of thtt
1857 Sachel M negro emancipated by will Mary J. Oldham htt
1858 Isaiah Isaiah CraiM 12 brown cor emancipated by deed Martha L. Crank htt
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z @ Virginia Chronicle ' Chancery Records Index @ County and City Records ... @ Databases Available to Lib... @ EAD @ Facebook LVA m Infolinx Legin (2) | Historic American Newsp

'Du‘t of the Box '

Sign in or register

history

LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA

Home |/ African American Narrative

African American Narrative

The names of millions of African Americans, slave and free, who lived, worked, worshiped, loved, and died in Virginia, are buried deep in the archival
records and manuscript collections housed at the Library of Virginia. Whether contained in local court and state government records, private papers and

business records, or newspapers and journals from the time, the untold narrative of a people is waiting to be discovered.
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Rachel Veney/Viney narrative

Rachel’s story can be read in a freedom suit
heard in Montgomery County.

Montgomery County Chancery Cause

1815-006: Rachel Viney, etc. vs. Henry
Patton
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From Lancaster To Lunenburg:
Betty Chapman’s Story In
Virginia Untold

In 1788, the Virginia General Assembly reformed the state

Judicial courts in order alleviate congestion in the General Enter your email address to sul

Court, which had caused unreasonable delays in the UncommonWealth and receive

adjudication of common law cases such as repayment of new posts by email.

debts, slander, land disputes, and fraud. They divided the

Commonwealth into eighteen , each
composed of several counties, plus the district of Kentucky.
The Brunswick County District Court heard cases

originating in the counties of Brunswick, Greensville,




Online resources

Virginia Untold -
http://www.virginiimemory.com/collections/aan/

Finding aids - https://vaheritage.org/

The UnCommonwealth blog -
http://uncommonwealth.virginiamemory.com/



