RESOURCES FROM THE LIERARY OF VIRGIMIA AND THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Lesson Plan: Virginia and the U.S. Bill of Rights

Primary Source(s):
U.S. Bill of Rights
Virginia Ratifying Convention Journal
Virginia Declaration of Rights

Standards Addressed:

Virginia Standards of Learning:
VS.6 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the role of Virginia in the establishment of the new
American nation by
(b) identifying the ideas of George Mason and Thomas Jefferson as expressed in the Virginia
Declaration of Rights and the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom.

USI.7 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the challenges faced by the new nation by
(b) describing the historical development of the Constitution of the United States.

VUS.1 The student will demonstrate skills for historical and geographical analysis and responsible citizenship,
including the ability to
(h) interpret the significance of excerpts from famous speeches and other documents.

VUS.5 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the issues involved in the creation and ratification of the
Constitution of the United States and how the principles of limited government, the consent of the governed, and
the social contract are embodied in it by

(a) explaining the origins of the Constitution, including the Articles of Confederation;

(b) identifying the major compromises necessary to produce the Constitution, and the roles of

James Madison;

(d) assessing the arguments of Federalists and Anti-Federalists during the ratification debates

and their relevance to political debate today.

CE.2 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the foundations of American constitutional
government by

(b) explaining the significance of the charters of the Virginia Company of London, the Virginia
Declaration of Rights, the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, the
Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, and the Constitution of the United States, including
the Bill of Rights.

CE.3 The student will demonstrate knowledge of citizenship and the rights, duties, and
responsibilities of citizens by

(b) describing the First Amendment freedoms of religion, speech, press, assembly, and
petition, and the rights guaranteed by due process and equal protection of the laws.

CE.6 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the American constitutional government at the
national level by

(a) describing the structure and powers of the national government;

(b) explaining the principle of separation of powers and the operation of checks and balances;
(c) explaining and/or simulating the lawmaking process;

(d) describing the roles and powers of the executive branch.

National History Standards:
3B (Grades 7-12) Evaluate the arguments over the necessity of a Bill of Rights and explain Madison’s role in
securing its adoption by the First Congress.


http://www.virginiamemory.com/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/doc/rights
http://www.virginiamemory.com/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/doc/ratifying
http://www.virginiamemory.com/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/doc/declaration_rights

Understanding Goal:
Virginians played a central role in defining our rights as citizens of the United States.

Investigative Question:
Why did Virginia and other states ask for amendments to the Constitution? How
reflective is the U.S. Bill of Rights of the concerns voiced by George Mason and others
from the Virginia Ratifying Convention? What rights are guaranteed to
Americans?

Overview:
Investigate the amendment process and the creation of the U.S. Bill of Rights through primary
source examination. Foster an understanding of the rights afforded each American citizen by
the U.S.. Bill of Rights.

Student Performance Tasks:
Students will:
e Compare the Virginia Declaration of Rights with the recommendations from the
Virginia Ratifying Convention Journal and the U.S. Bill of Rights.

e Determine how successful the Anti-Federalists were in changing the Constitution.
Analyze some of the antecedents of the Bill of Rights and other documents that shaped
the government of the United States.
Identify freedoms afforded by the Bill of Rights.
Explain how the government protects individual rights.
Analyze the importance of freedom of the press.
Use their freedom of petition.

Length of Activity:
2 class periods

Materials Needed (available from the Shaping the Constitution Web site):
e George Mason Biography
e James Madison Biography
e Excerpts from the Virginia Ratifying Debates—Bill of Rights (Item #6 in the PDF
package; page 4)
e Virginia Declaration of Rights
e Virginia Ratifying Convention Journal
o U.S. Bill of Rights
e Worksheet: “Tracking the History of Our Rights”
e Worksheet: “Protected or Not: Considering the U.S. Bill of Rights”

Pre-Activity Exploration:
Day 1:
1. Have students read the biographies of George Mason and James Madison from the
Shaping the Constitution Web portal. Also have the students read the excerpts from
the Virginia Ratifying Debates—Bill of Rights.
2. Review the amendment process discussed in Article V of the Constitution.

Day 2:
1. Review the Bill of Rights.


http://www.virginiamemory.com/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/people/george_mason
http://www.virginiamemory.com/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/people/james_madison
http://www.virginiamemory.com/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/STC_ConstitutionUnitLessons.pdf
http://www.virginiamemory.com/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/doc/declaration_rights
http://www.virginiamemory.com/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/doc/ratifying
http://www.virginiamemory.com/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/doc/rights
http://www.virginiamemory.com/online_classroom/shaping
http://www.virginiamemory.com/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/doc/constitution

Background:

The Constitution of the United States as submitted to the state conventions had no bill of
rights comparable to the Virginia Declaration of Rights. Among Virginia's delegates to the
Constitutional Convention of 1787 that drafted the Constitution, George Mason, the author of the
Virginia Declaration of Rights, objected most strenuously about the omission of a bill of rights; and
at the Virginia ratifying convention in June 1788 he and Patrick Henry were the strongest opponents
of the Constitution, in part because it contained no bill of rights to protect the essential liberties of
Virginians from the new and stronger national government. The Virginia delegates, like those in
many other states, submitted a list of suggested amendments and proposed rights to be protected
along with their ratification of the new plan of government.

The opposition to ratification eventually persuaded James Madison, the principal author of the
Constitution, that the addition of a bill of rights to the Constitution would calm the fears of the
Constitution's opponents and secure the rights that he, too, believed were essential for all Americans.

Teacher Actions — Day 1:

1. Introduce and have students examine the Virginia Declaration of Rights. Without providing
them with very much information, allow the students to examine the document and answer as
many basic questions as possible. What is it? When was it created? If students are slowed
significantly by the handwriting, introduce the transcription of the document. Ask which of
the suggested rights sounds familiar to them.

2. Begin a discussion of the document, revealing the historical origins. Explain that Mason’s
draft was altered and expanded by the other members of the committee; introduce the final
version of the Virginia Declaration of Rights that was adopted in 1776. Discuss the
differences between Mason’s draft and the final version of that document.

3. Next, present the class with copies of the arguments over the Bill of Rights made during the
Virginia Ratifying Convention of 1788. As a class, consider the following questions:

e What are the similarities between the two documents?

e What are the differences?

e What were the concerns expressed by the Virginia Ratifying Convention?

e How do these proposed amendments reflect on the American colonists'
experiences under the British system?

e Why did a minority of the Convention members desire to have amendments
attached before agreeing upon ratification?

e On what conditions did the Convention agree to ratify the Constitution?

e To what extent are the proposed amendments either stated or implied in the
Constitution?

4. As aclass, read the U.S. Bill of Rights. Compare the Virginia Declaration of Rights (use the
final version), Virginia's proposed bill of rights from the Virginia Ratifying Convention
Journal, and the Bill of Rights that was ratified in 1791.

5. Wrap-Up Activity or Homework: “Tracking the History of Our Rights” (Worksheet). Have
students use the worksheet included in order to track the development between related
protections. (Teacher’s Note: The “Tracking the History of Our Rights Chart,” included as a
part of this lesson, can be used as a quick reference sheet for this activity.)
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Teacher Actions — Day 2:

1. Review the worksheet “Tracking the History of Our Rights” with students. Were they surprised by their
findings? Point out the fact that nearly all of the items on the sheet were provided for in the Virginia
Declaration of Rights. Why didn’t Virginia ban the quartering of troops? This question will lead to a
discussion of the different experiences of the thirteen colonies in dealing with the British.

2. Building on what they have learned about the origins of the U.S. Bill of Rights, have students work in
groups to complete the second worksheet, “Protected or Not.” Review the directions with the entire class
before asking them to begin.

3. As aclass, discuss worksheet answers, calling on members of each group to share their responses with
the class. Be sure to clarify any disagreements between groups.

4. Wrap-Up Activity or Homework: Have students write down two or three of the freedoms they think are
most valuable to them as citizens of the United States, with explanations as to why these are important
and valuable. Provide students an opportunity to begin the assignment in class so you can answer any
questions they have as they get started.
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Protected or Not: Considering the U.S. Bill of Rights

Instructions: After reading and considering each of the statements below, identify whether or not the
actions are protected by the U.S. Bill of Rights by marking True or False. If you feel the action is
protected, mark True and cite the amendment that you believe provided that protection. In the space
provided beneath each question, justify your answers.

1. A person who enters a room and screams "Bomb!" just to see the reaction of the people in the room is
protected under provisions in the Bill of Rights.
True/False: Amendment:

2. Members of Congress can learn many different things—such as what you like and dislike about the
area where you live—from letters you send to them.
True/False: Amendment:

3. A police officer comes to your door and asks to search your home without probable cause.
True/False: Amendment:

4. Our society is getting so violent that the government should stop letting civilians own guns.
True/False: Amendment:

5. If a power is not expressed in the Constitution, then it is the responsibility of the individual states to
protect citizens' rights.
True/False: Amendment:

6. Even after September 11th, people are still free to practice the Islamic religion in the United States.
True/False: Amendment:

7. A person involved in a dispute over $10 is permitted to take his or her complaint to a civil court.
True/False: Amendment:

8. The President of the United States is allowed to call you at home and tell you that you must let
soldiers stay in your home.
True/False: Amendment:






RESOURCES FROM THE LIERARY OF VIRGIMIA AND THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Tracing the History of Our Rights — Comparison Chart

(1) The Virginia Declaration of Rights,
June 12, 1776
(Copy of the first draught by GM.)

(2) Virginia Ratifying Convention Journal,
June 25, 1788

(3) The Bill of Rights to the U.S. Constitution,
December 15, 1791

“That all men are created equally free &
independent, & have certain inherent natural
Rights ...”

“That all power is by God & Nature vested in, &
consequently derived from the people ...”

“That Government is or ought to be, instituted for
the common Benefit, protection & Security of the
people, Nation, or Community ...”

“That no Man, or Set of Men are entitled to
exclusive or separate Emoluments or Privileges
from the Community ... neither ought the Offices
of Magistrate, Legislator, or Judge, to be
hereditary.”

“That the Legislative & executive powers of the
State shou'd be separate & distinct from the
Judicial ... and be supplied by frequent, certain &
regular Elections.”

“That Elections of Members, to serve as
Representatives of the People in the Legislature,
ought to be free, and that all Men having
sufficient Evidence of permanent common
Interest with, & Attachment to the Community,
have the Right of Suffrage ...”

“That all power of suspending Laws, or the
Execution of Laws, by any Authority, without
Consent of the Representatives of the People, is
injurious to their Rights, and ought not to be
exercised.”

“That in all capital or criminal prosecutions, a
Man hath a Right to demand the Cause & Nature
of his Accusation, to be confronted with the
Accusers & Witnesses, to call for Evidence in his
Favour, and to a speedy Trial by an impartial Jury
of his Vicinage ... nor can he be compelled to
give Evidence against himself ...”

“That excessive Bail ought not to be required, nor
excessive Fines imposed, nor cruel &
unusual punishments inflicted.”

“That in Controversies respecting property, and
in Suits between Man & Man, the ancient Trial

by Jury is preferable to any other, & ought to be
held sacred.”

“That the Freedom of the Press is one of the great
Bulwarks of Liberty, and can never be restrained
but by despotic Government.”

“That a well regulated Militia, composed of the
Body of the People trained to Arms, is the
proper, natural, & safe Defence of a free State

“That no free Government, or the Blessing of
Liberty, can be preserved to any People, but by

a firm Adherence to Justice, Moderation,
Temperance, Frugality & Virtue, and by frequent
Recurrence to fundamental Principles.”

*“... therefore that all men shou'd enjoy the fullest
Toleration in the Exercise of Religion, according
to the Dictates of Conscience unpunished, &
unrestrained by the Magistrate ...”

“That there are certain natural rights of which
men when they form a social compact
cannot deprive or divest their posterity ...”

“That all power is naturally vested in, and
consequently derived from, the people ...”

“That Government ought to be instituted for the
common benefit, protection and security of the
people ...”

“That no man or set of men are entitled to
exclusive or separate public emoluments or
privileges from the community ... neither ought
the offices of magistrate, legislator or judge, or
any other public office to be hereditary.”

“That the legislative, executive and judiciary
powers of government should be separate and
distinct ... and the vacancies be supplied by
certain and regular elections ...”

“That elections of Representatives in the
legislature ought to be free and frequent, and

all men having sufficient evidence of permanent
common interest with, and attachment to the
community, ought to have the right of suffrage

“That all power of suspending laws, or the
execution of laws by any authority without

the consent of the representatives, of the people
in the legislature, is injurious to their rights, and
ought not to be exercised.”

“That in all capital and criminal prosecutions, a
man hath a right to demand the cause and nature
of his accusation, to be confronted with the
accusers and witnesses, to call for evidence and
be allowed counsel in his favor, and to a fair and
speedy trial by an impartial jury of his vicinage
... nor can he be compelled to give evidence
against himself.”

“That no freeman ought to be taken, imprisoned,
or disseized of his freehold, liberties, privileges
or franchises, or outlawed or exiled, or in any
manner destroyed or deprived of his life, liberty,
or property but by the law of the land.”

“That every freeman restrained of his liberty is
entitled to a remedy to enquire into the
lawfulness thereof, and to remove the same, if
unlawful, and that such remedy ought not to be
denied nor delayed.”

“... the ancient trial by jury is one of the greatest
securities to the rights of the people, and ought to
Remain sacred and inviolable.”

“That every freeman ought to find a certain
remedy by recourse to the laws for all

injuries and wrongs he may receive in his person,
property, or character ...”

“That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.”

That every freeman has a right to be secure from
all unreasonable searches, and seizures of his
person, his papers, and property ...”

“... there shall be one Representative for every
thirty thousand, until the number shall amount to
one hundred, after which the proportion shall be
so regulated by Congress ...”

“No law, varying the compensation for the
services of the Senator and Representatives, shall
take effect, until an election of Representatives
shall have intervened.”

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of Religion, or prohibiting

the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of Speech, or of the Press; or the

right of the People peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.”

“A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the
security of a free State, the right of the People to
keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.”

“No Soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered
in any house, without the consent of the owner,
nor in time of war, but in a manner to be
prescribed by law.”

“The right of the People to be secure in their
persons, houses, papers, and effects,

against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall
not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but
upon probable cause, supported by oath or
affirmation, and particularly describing the place
to be searched, and the persons or things to be
seized.”

“No person shall be held to answer for a capital,
or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a
presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury ...
nor shall any person be subject for the same
offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or
limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal
case, to be a witness against himself ...”

“In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an
impartial Jury of the State and district wherein
the crime shall have been committed ...”

“... the right of trial by Jury shall be preserved,
and no fact, tried by a Jury, shall be otherwise re-
examined in any Court of the United States, than
according to the rules of the common law.”

“Excessive bail shall not be required, nor
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and
unusual punishments inflicted.”

“The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain
rights, shall not be construed to deny or
disparage others retained by the People.”

“The powers not delegated to the United States
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the
States, are reserved to the States respectively, or
to the People.”






The Virginia Declaration of Rights,
June 12, 1776
(Copy of the first draught by GM.)

Virginia Ratifying Convention Journal, June The Bill of Rights to the U.S. Constitution,

25,1788 December 15, 1791

“That the people have a right peaceably to
assemble together to consult for the common
good, or to instruct their representatives; and that
every freeman has a right to petition or apply to
the Legislature for redress of grievances.”

“That the people have a right to freedom of
speech, and of writing and publishing their
sentiments; that the freedom of the press is one of
the greatest bulwarks of liberty, and ought not to
be violated.”

“That the people have a right to keep and bear
arms; that a well regulated militia composed of
the body of the people trained to arms, is the
proper, natural and safe defence of a free state

“That no soldier in time of peace ought to be
quartered in any house without the consent of the
owner, and in time of war in such manner only as
the laws direct.”

“That any person religiously scrupulous of
bearing arms ought to be exempted upon
payment of an equivalent to employ another to
bear arms in his stead.”

“... therefore all men have an equal, natural and
[unalienable right,] to the free exercise of religion
according to the dictates of conscience, and that
no particular religious sect or society ought to be
favored or established by law in preference to
others.”







Name:

Date:
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Tracking the History of Our Rights

INSTRUCTIONS: Using the primary sources provided, track the antecedents of the amendments to the U.S. Constitution
by comparing them to the Virginia Declaration of Rights and the Virginia Ratifying Convention Journal. For each of the
amendments listed below, note the corresponding clauses from the Virginia Declaration of Rights and the Virginia
Ratifying Convention Journal, if applicable. Answer the questions that follow.

1. First Amendment. Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of Religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of Speech, or of the Press; or the right of the People peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
Corresponding Clause from Virginia Declaration of Rights:
Corresponding Clause from Virginia Ratifying Convention:

2. Second Amendment. A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the People to
keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.

Corresponding Clause from Virginia Declaration of Rights:
Corresponding Clause from Virginia Ratifying Convention:

3. Third Amendment. No Soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor
in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Corresponding Clause from Virginia Declaration of Rights:
Corresponding Clause from Virginia Ratifying Convention:

4. Fifth Amendment. The right of the People to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause,
supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be
seized.

Corresponding Clause from Virginia Declaration of Rights:
Corresponding Clause from Virginia Ratifying Convention:

5. Fifth Amendment. No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a
presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in
actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case, to be a withess against himself, nor be deprived of
life, liberty or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use without just
compensation.

Corresponding Clause from Virginia Declaration of Rights:
Corresponding Clause from Virginia Ratifying Convention:

6. Sixth Amendment. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an
impartial Jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed; which district shall have been
previously ascertained by law; and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the
witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of
Counsel for his defence.

Corresponding Clause from Virginia Declaration of Rights:
Corresponding Clause from Virginia Ratifying Convention:

7. Seventh Amendment. In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of
trial by Jury shall be preserved, and no fact, tried by a Jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United
States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Corresponding Clause from Virginia Declaration of Rights:
Corresponding Clause from Virginia Ratifying Convention:

8. Eighth Amendment. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.

Corresponding Clause from Virginia Declaration of Rights:
Corresponding Clause from Virginia Ratifying Convention:






QUESTIONS:

1. Are there correlations between the three documents that are surprising? Why?

2. Which elements of the Virginia Declaration of Rights and the Virginia Ratifying Convention Journal are not
represented in the Bill of Rights? Why?





